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Interactions among macrophages (orange, pink, green) within the fibrillar collagen-rich (cyan) 
tumor adventitial cuff of a KM mouse model of lung adenocarcinoma crossed with a multi-
chemokine receptor reporter mouse." The image was taken using the Zeiss 880 multiphoton 
confocal microscope and the fibrillar collagen was imaged using the non-descanned detector.
Image by Lindsey Arnott
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Strathdee D, Duncan RE. 
Phenotypic Characterization of Male Tafazzin-
Knockout Mice at 3, 6, and 12 Months of Age. 
Biomedicines. 2023;11(2).
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Hauschild A, Ma Q, Wu H, Xu Y, Shi X, Strathdee 
D, Gerszten RE, Schlame M, Pu WT. 
Genetic modifiers modulate phenotypic 
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Primary Research Papers
Brown G, Soloviev D, Lewis DY. 
Radiosynthesis and Analysis of (S)-4-(3-[(18)F]
Fluoropropyl)-L-Glutamic Acid. Mol Imaging 
Biol. 2023;25(3):586-595.

Dzien P, Mackintosh A, Malviya G, Johnson E, 
Soloviev D, Brown G, Uribe AH, Nixon C, Lyons SK, 
Maddocks O, Blyth K, Lewis DY. 
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D, Le Quesne J, MacFarlane M, Murphy DJ. 
Asbestos accelerates disease onset in a 
genetic model of malignant pleural 
mesothelioma. Front Toxicol. 2023;5:1200650.
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Nakasone MA, Vande Voorde J, Drake TM, 
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LRH-1/Cyp11b1-mediated synthesis of 
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Oncol. 2023;17(8):1545-1566.
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Park S, Jones R, Greening S, Hudson E, Green C, 
Gray S, Khalique S, Karteris E, Hall M.
Description of a Retrospective Cohort of 
Epithelial Ovarian Cancer Patients with Brain 
Metastases: Evaluation of the Role of PARP 
Inhibitors in this Setting. J Clin Med. 2023;12(7).

Ansel S, Rulach R, Trotter N, Steele N. 
Pembrolizumab for advanced non-small cell 
lung cancer (NSCLC): Impact of autoimmune 
comorbidity and outcomes following treatment 
completion. J Oncol Pharm Pract. 
2023;29(4):785-793.
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the chromatin reader sgf29. Blood. 2023.
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Montecino M, Burzio LO, Burzio VA. 
Inverse Modulation of Aurora Kinase A and 
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ASncmtRNA. Noncoding RNA. 2023;9(5).

Brown LR, Sayers J, Yule MS, Drake TM, Dolan RD, 
McMillan DC, Laird BJA, Wigmore SJ, Skipworth 
RJE. The prognostic impact of pre-treatment 
cachexia in resectional surgery for 
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and meta-regression. Br J Surg. 2023.
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de-Cossio-Diaz J, León K, Pietzke M, Vazquez A, 
Mulet R, Boggiano T. 
HEK293 producing the extracellular domain 
HER1: Full datasets of continuous fermentation 
process and metabolites analysis. Data Brief. 
2023;50:109604.

Campos A, Burgos-Ravanal R, Lobos-González 
L, Huilcamán R, González MF, Díaz J, Verschae 
AC, Acevedo JP, Carrasco M, Sepúlveda F, 
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Caveolin-1-dependent tenascin C inclusion in 
extracellular vesicles is required to promote 
breast cancer cell malignancy. Nanomedicine 
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Estimating Temporally Variable Selection 
Intensity from Ancient DNA Data. Mol Biol Evol. 
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PUBLICATIONS

PUBLICATIONS (CONTINUED)

Mitochondrial circle. Imaging of mouse endothelial cells (SVEC4-10) with a permeabilized outer 
mitochondrial membrane. GFP-NEMO (Red) localizes to the outer mitochondrial membrane stained 
for TOM20 (Fire) a mitochondrial outer membrane protein. A z-stack image visualized as a maximal 
intensity projection was taken by the Zeiss Airyscan 880 microscope using a 63x oil objective. 
Image by Rosalie Heilig
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High School Open 
Evening 
19 April 2023

In April 2023, we ran our annual High School 
Open Evening where local high schools are 
invited to come to the CRUK Scotland Institute 
to hear scientific talks and demonstrations as 
well as get a tour of the labs and the chance to 
network with some of our researchers. 
This year, the scientific talks were given by  
Seth Coffelt, Tom Drake, and Holly Hall.

Beatson International 
Cancer Conference 2023
16-19 July 2023

CRUK Scotland Institute, Glasgow
Scientific Committee: Kevin Ryan (Chair), Julia 
Cordero (Co-Chair), David Lewis, Jim Norman, 
Ed Roberts, Saverio Tardito

The Beatson International Cancer Conference 
2023 on ‘Interorgan Communication in Cancer’ 
took place at the Cancer Research UK Scotland 
Institute (formerly the Beatson Institute) and 
hosted approximately 200 attendees. These 
included scientists from 4 continents and 10 
countries, ranging from early and mid-career 
researchers to senior investigators. There were 
talks by 17 invited world leading figures and 9 
early career applicants, and over 40 posters 
were presented across the event. 

Some of the main themes that were presented 
on were cancer paraneoplastic syndromes, 
immune, endocrine, and metabolic signalling, 
microenvironmental interactions and 
behavioural and neuronal interactions.
The poster prize was awarded to PhD student 

Jade Phillips (CRUK Scotland Institute) and the 
best short talk prize went to PhD student Felipe 
Rodrigues (The Francis Crick Institute). 

We look forward to welcoming everyone back 
in 2024 for our 25th Anniversary Beatson 
International Cancer Conference – Cancer 
Models: Cages to Clinic (8-11 July 2024, 
Glasgow, UK).

Scottish Biomedical 
Postdoctoral Researcher 
Conference 2023
8 September 2023 
Sir Charles Wilson Building, University of 
Glasgow

Organising Committee: Nuray Gunduz, Denise 
Giovana Carrasco Gonzalez, Adelaide Young, 
Silviya Dimova, Lawrence Bates, Emily 
Miedzybrodzka, Catarina Mendes Correia, 
Marisa Di Monaco.

This year, the Scottish Biomedical Postdoctoral 
Researcher Conference (SBPRC) was held at 
the University of Glasgow in the Sir Charles 
Wilson Building and had around 90 attendees. 
The morning session focused on Genetics and 
Multiomics, this was followed by a poster 
session and then a final afternoon session on 
Cancer Immunology and Microbiology. 

The conference also included a career 
discussion with Dr Emma Hall and Dr Rachel 
Smith – scientific writers from Envision Pharma 
and Dr Catherine Winchester – Head of the 
Research Integrity Service from the CRUK 
Scotland Institute. 

Finally, the conference concluded with a prize 
giving for Presentations: 1st and 2nd Oral (Alicia 

CONFERENCES 
AND WORKSHOPS

CONFERENCES AND WORKSHOPS

Ware and Georgios Kanellos), People’s Choice 
(Jana Travnickova), Flash Talk (Lucas Zeiger), 
People’s Choice for Flash Talk (Ikhlas Ahmed), 
Poster Prizes (Lucas Zeiger and Fiona Haward) 
and Most Engaged Audience Member (Emma 
Hall).

Betty MacGregor 
Memorial Award 
Showcase
2 November 2023

CRUK Scotland Institute, Glasgow
Organising Committee: Ed Roberts, Vicky 
Cowling, Jen Morton, Kate Schraut, Cassie 
Clarke, Asma Elsheikh, Hannah Donnelly, 
George Skalka, Amy Shergold, Marco De 
Donatis, Mahnoor Mahmood, Jasmine Peters, 
James Ettles. 

In November, the CRUK Scotland Institute 
hosted the first ever Betty MacGregor Memorial 
Showcase to highlight the contributions of 
women in cancer research. As part of the event, 
an award named after the pioneering cancer 
researcher Elizabeth “Betty” MacGregor OBE 
FRCOG FRCPath (1920-2005) will be awarded 
each year to a woman scientist who has made 
a huge impact in the field of cancer research. 

Betty MacGregor grew up in Glasgow, 
graduated in medicine from the University of 
Glasgow and pioneered the first screening in 

cervical cancer in Scotland which was later 
emulated across the world. Her work led to a 
significant decrease in the number of women 
dying from cervical cancer. 

This year the Betty MacGregor Memorial Award 
was awarded to Professor Margaret Stanley 
OBE for her pioneering work on the 
pathogenesis of Human Papilloma Virus and 
investigating how this leads to cervical cancer. 
Her work highlighted how integration precedes 
chromosomal instability in cells and has 
investigated the immune response to HPV and 
highlighted particularly at-risk populations. Her 
work was also key to the generation of HPV viral 
like particles which subsequently led to the 
development of the HPV vaccine. 

Margaret has also been active in policy having 
been on numerous boards of research councils 
as well as government panels including 
currently being on the Joint Committee on 
Vaccines and Immunization as the UK's HPV 
subcommittee's invited HPV expert. She is a 
vocal proponent of pre-pubertal HPV 
vaccination and of both boys and girls. She 
received an OBE in 2004 for services to Virology, 
a Lifetime Achievement Award by the American 
Society for Colposcopy and Cervical Pathology 
(ASCCP) in 2010, a lifetime award for 
achievement from the International 
Papillomavirus Society and in 2023 the Maurice 
Hilleman Award from the International 
Papillomavirus Society. She is a fellow of the 
Academy of Medical Sciences and an honorary 
fellow of Christ's College, Cambridge.

As part of the showcase, a second early career 
researcher is invited to present their work. In 
2023, Dr Hélène Salmon, a group leader at 
l’Institut Curie in Paris, was invited to speak. 
Hélène investigates the organisation of lung 
cancer, and she has shown that the presence of 
different fibroblast subsets controls T cell 
infiltration and response to immunotherapy.

Between the talks, a poster session was held, 
and PhD student Ella Boswell from the University 
of Glasgow was awarded the poster prize for 
her work developing a lateral flow test for HPV in 
low resource settings. 
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The following seminars were held at the Cancer Research 
UK Scotland Institute during 2023. We would like to thank all 
of our 2023 speakers and look forward to many more 
insightful seminars in 2024. 

September 
Carol Leung, University of Oxford, UK

Prabhu Arumugam, Genomics England, UK

Stephen Carter, MRC-University of Glasgow 
Centre for Virus Research, UK

October
Karuna Ganesh, Memorial Sloan Kettering 
Cancer Centre, New York, USA

Hemant Kocher, Barts Cancer Institute, London, 
UK

Simon Cook, Babraham Institute, Cambridge, 
UK

November 
David Kuninger, R&D Director, Thermo Fisher 
Scientific, 

Johanna Ivaska, University of Turku, Finland

Kalle Sipilä, Kings College London, UK

Martin Turner, Babraham Institute, Cambridge, 
UK

Chris Tape, UCL, London, UK

Pedro Pinheiro, MRC Mitochondrial Biology Unit, 
University of Cambridge, UK

Amaya Viros, CRUK Manchester Institute, UK

December 
Tatjana Stankovic, University of Birmingham, UK

SEMINARS

January 
KJ Patel, Chief Scientist, Cancer Research UK

David Kent, Department of Biology, University of 
York, UK

Johannes Meiser, Luxembourg Institute of 
Health, Luxembourg

February
William Grey, Department of Biology, University 
of York, UK

Ram DasGupta, Genome Institute of Singapore, 
Singapore

Andrea Oeckinghaus, Institute of Moleculer 
Biology, University of Muenster, Germany

David Crosby & Anbu Paramasivam, Prevention 
and Early Detection Research, Cancer Research 
UK, UK

Samantha Stehbens, Institute of Molecular 
Bioscience, University of Queensland, Australia

March
Adele Fielding, UCL Cancer Research Institute, 
London, UK

Sara Sigismund, European Institute of 
Oncology, Milan, Italy

Didier Devaurs, Institute of Genetics and 
Cancer, University of Edinburgh, UK

Julie Aspden, School of Molecular and Cellular 
Biology, University of Leeds, UK

Sarah Aitken, MRC Toxicology Unit, University of 
Cambridge, UK

April
Oliver Rocks, Charite – University Medicine, 
Institute of Biochemistry, Berlin

Eugene Wong, Department of Medical 
Biophysics, University of Western Ontario, 
Canada

May
John Wood, Wolfson Institute for Biomedical 
Research, UCL, London, UK

Theodore Alexandrov, European Molecular 
Biology Laboratory, Heidelberg, Germany

Richard Burkhart, John Hopkins Hospital, USA

Srikala Raghavan,  A*STAR Skin Research Labs, 
Singapore

June
Eoghan Mulholland & Joshua Bull, Leedham 
Lab, Oxford, UK

Vivian Li, The Francis Crick Institute, London, UK

July
Christopher Halbrook, University of California, 
USA

August 
Alan Ramsay, Kings College London, UK

Mariia Yuneva, The Francis Crick Institute, 
London, UK

Dictyostelium cells were starved for 4 hours on non-nutrient agar to induce development prior 
imaging. The cells are expressing Flamindo2, a cAMP sensor that changes intensity of fluorescence 
dependent on the presence of cAMP in those cells. During development Dictyostelium cells utilize 
cAMP as messenger molecule to orchestrate the formation of fruiting bodies. To encourage the 
formation of large streams the cells were plated under a thin layer of agarose. Shown are large 
streams of Dictystelium cells captured in a single snap after about 7 hours of development. Nikon 
AX NSPARK. 4x air objective. LUT Fire. Image by Peggy Ingrid Paschke
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The training and career development of early career 
researchers is an essential part of our mission to support 
cancer research of the highest standard. We aim to attract 
the best and brightest scientists and clinicians early in their 
careers to work with our established research teams, 
drawing on their experience and also sparking new ideas in 
an internationally diverse, stimulating and cutting-edge 
research environment. 

PHD STUDENTS, CLINICAL 
RESEARCH FELLOWS AND 
POSTDOCTORAL SCIENTISTS

As well as learning a wide range of practical 
and technical skills, these junior researchers 
are encouraged to develop their critical 
thinking, scientific rigor, present and discuss 
their work at internal seminars and external 
meetings, and publish their research findings. 
Early career researchers benefit from our 
tremendously collaborative environment and 
the opportunities we offer for scientific 
interaction and intellectual discourse through 
our international conference, workshops and 
seminars. 

PhD Students and Clinical 
Research Fellows
The purpose of our PhD training programme is 
to give graduates and trainee clinicians who 
are starting in research an opportunity to work 
in state-of-the-art laboratories with leading 
researchers. This enables them to assess and 
develop their research talents to the full and to 
use their period of graduate study as a 
springboard for their future career path. Our 
four-year studentships (or three-year clinical 
research fellowships) are designed to give 
graduates (or clinical trainees) who show a 
strong aptitude and potential for research the 
opportunity to complete a substantial research 
project resulting in high quality publications. 
We also support an extra year post-PhD for 
publication ready projects. As well as 
developing their laboratory skills, students 
receive training in safe working practices, 
writing project reports, research integrity and 
other transferable skills. Training also involves 
learning to be an independent scientist and 
students are central to the intellectual life of the 
Institute, attending and giving seminars and 

actively contributing to scientific discussions. 
Students are also given the opportunity to 
present to national and international 
conferences to enhance their network of 
scientific contacts.

Our students are fully integrated with University 
of Glasgow graduate school (www.gla.ac.uk/
colleges/mvls/graduateschool) and are 
allocated primary and secondary supervisors 
who are jointly responsible for supporting and 
monitoring their progress. The primary 
supervisor is responsible for developing the 
student’s research abilities, providing all 
practical support required for the project and 
dealing with any administrative matters 
required in relation to the University or funding 
body. The secondary supervisor gives 
additional guidance by providing independent 
advice on any matters concerning the 
studentship. Students are also assigned two 
independent panel reviewers to assist them in 
reviewing their progress and advising them on 
their training and career development needs. 
The PhD training programme is overseen by a 
senior member of the Institute (Professor 
Stephen Tait). There is also a range of support 
available to help ensure the health and 
wellbeing of students.

Postdoctoral Scientists
We see postdocs as pillars of the research and 
intellectual activities of their own groups and of 
the Institute as a whole. Our postdoctoral 
training, which is overseen by a senior member 
of the Institute (Professor Jen Morton), is 
designed to promote the development of 
outstanding and dedicated early career 
scientists. All postdocs participate in an internal 

seminar series and are offered feedback by 
group leaders following their mid-contract 
presentations. We hope that by the end of their 
time with us many of them will be ready to 
compete for an independent scientist position, 
however we recognise that a postdoctoral 
training position can lead to many different 
career paths.  We have introduced a mentoring 
enabling scheme to help postdocs get the 
support and advice they need as they develop 
as scientists and make these important 
decisions about their career path. We also 
assist those making fellowship and small grant 
applications, either while at the Institute or as 
they make the transition to a new position 
elsewhere. In addition, our postdocs have 
developed their own support network through 
their postdoc forum, which covers topics 
ranging from research and technologies 
through to training and careers. They also 
organise regular scientific meetings and social 
events.

Postdocs are initially employed for three years 
but outstanding individuals who are developing 
into independent scientists may be given 
additional support and responsibility – such as 

more technical help or mentoring of a 
postgraduate student. At the discretion of their 
group leader, funding may also be extended for 
two more years. At the Institute, we are also 
committed to increasing the number of female 
scientists at the postdoctoral level and strongly 
encourage female applicants to apply for 
positions with us. We have introduced a highly 
attractive, innovative maternity policy, which 
includes providing a postdoc with support and 
funding so that their projects can continue 
during their maternity leave.

For further details on Studentships, 
Postdoctoral Fellowships and other posts 
currently available, see our website 
www.crukscotlandinstitute.ac.uk

www.glasgow.gov.uk and 
www.seeglasgow.com give general 
information about Glasgow and other 
useful links.

Postdoc opportunities at CRUK Scotland Institute

Outstanding 
Research: 

Outstanding 
People

Advancing Your Career:
Ample opportunity to 
publish in high quality 

journals & participate in 
grant applications

Developing Your Skills: 
Training in latest 

techniques, 
technologies & scientific 

presentation/writing

Offering Excellent 
Benefits:     

Competitive, flexible 
pay & progression; 

generous annual leave; 
pension scheme; 

childcare vouchers 

Supporting Diversity: 
Employ 30+ 

nationalities; offer 
relocation & pay 

immigration costs; 
support flexible 
working; plan to 

address gender pay gap 

Building Your Network:  
Support for conference 

& workshop 
attendance; host 

number of international 
meetings; offer career 

mentoring
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OPERATIONAL SERVICES

Finance
Gary Niven CA, Richard Spankie CA, Nicki 
Kolliatsas, Jo Russell, Jacqui Clare, Karen 
Connor, Patricia Wylie, Sandra Watt 

The Finance team is responsible for the 
provision of all financial management 
information to Institute senior managers, 
budget holders and the Board of Directors 
(Trustees). They work with all managers, 
providing them with relevant information, to 
help manage and control their budgets and, 
thus, ensure that decisions concerning the 
allocation of the Institute’s research resources 
provide the best use of stakeholders' funding. 

2023 has seen a return to pre-Covid levels of 
activity (and spend) in the labs against a 
backdrop of reduced funding. The Finance 
function has therefore been heavily focussed 
on re-forecasting our spend profile on a regular 
basis and careful management of costs. As a 
result, the Institute continues to be in a healthy 
financial position.

In addition, the Finance team is also an 
important link in our association with the 
University of Glasgow through the coordination 
and administration of grants, payment of 
suppliers and staffing.  

People & Culture Team 
Sharon Gorman MCIPD, Elaine Marshall ACIPD, 
Jivaharini Nithianandam ACIPD, Selina Mungall 
ACIPD, Barbara Laing 

Our vision is to be a People & Culture team that 
is professional, open, inclusive and 
collaborative. Our professionally qualified team 
provides support and advice across, Human 
Resources (including recruitment, performance 
management, pay and grading, absence 
management, employee relations and 
employee engagement), Learning and 
Organisational Development (including culture 
and change), Equity Diversity & Inclusion and 
Health & Wellbeing. 

The team plays a vital role in shaping 
organisational culture to create a positive 
working environment in which our staff are 
engaged. We strive to achieve this through 
aligning our people plan to the Institute’s 
strategic plan and creating the desired culture 
through defining and embedding our values 
and supporting our leaders to embody these 
values.

In 2023, much of the team’s focus was on 
transitioning from a transactional HR centric 
service to the broader portfolio of People and 
Culture. We delivered leadership development 
to support an efficient and equitable working 
environment and implemented a new 
appraisal process emphasising a quality 
conversation, setting of objectives and 
personal development.  In response to staff 
feedback we introduced a new approach for 
pay uplift, which we agreed in consultation with 
the union, and we adapted our recruitment 
practices to ensure more gender balanced 
interview panels.  We are committed to our 
Equality, Diversity and Inclusion agenda 
supported by our EDI Advocates and 
collaborations with University of Glasgow, 
VOICE Committee. 

Administration
Catriona Entwistle (Receptionist/Administrator), 
Emma McLean (Events and Administration 
Officer) Rebecca Gebbie (PA to Director), Shona 
McCall (PA to Director), Laura Hughes (PA to 
Senior Management)

The Administration team provides an extensive 
range of secretarial, admin and office services. 
These include organising travel and 
accommodation; internal and external seminar 
arrangements; organisation of Institute events 
including reviews, the annual conference, 
workshops and open evenings; the operation of 
Reception for the Institute; and onboarding new 
starts. The team plays an important role in 
maintaining internal links, and in relationships 
with Cancer Research UK, the University of 
Glasgow and many other organisations with 
which our scientists have contact.

OPERATIONAL SERVICES

Research Management
Jackie Beesley PhD, Catherine Winchester PhD, 
Fiona Paulin-Ali PhD, Katharina Schraut PhD, 
Rebecca Sharland MSc

Members of the Research Management team 
are all scientifically trained and between them 
have considerable research experience. They 
support researchers at the Institute in a variety 
of ways, including assisting them in applying for 
external grant funding; overseeing all aspects 

of the graduate student training programme; 
providing training and advice on good practice 
in research; checking manuscripts for research 
integrity prior to submission; providing external 
communications for the Institute via its website, 
social media channels and annual reports; and 
setting agendas and taking minutes at 
scientific meetings and reviews. Team 
members also provide project management 
support for the CRUK Scotland Centre and 
larger network awards such as the Colorectal 
Cancer Accelerator. 

Adult Drosophila intestinal epithelium (magenta) and guts associated vascular like tracheal cells (cyan). 
Cell nuclei (white). Image credit: Dr. Jessica Perochon
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Transparency, 
Evidence and 
Improvement

EDI Awareness 
and Training

Career Support 
and Development

Equitable 
Recruitment 
Practices and 
Opportunities

Scientific 
Engagement

To monitor, 
analyse and 
publish diversity 
data to develop 
an evidence base 
to learn and drive 
change/ 
improvements

To ensure that all 
staff, students 
and associates 
understand their 
responsibilities 
with respect to 
EDI, and are 
appropriately 
trained and 
engaged

To enable all 
researchers and 
support staff to 
reach their 
potential 
regardless of 
their gender, age, 
disability, 
ethnicity, sexual 
orientation or 
other protected 
characteristics

To ensure that all 
recruitment 
practices 
promote Equality, 
Diversity and 
Inclusion not just 
in words but in 
actions

To engage with 
external 
organisations 
and networks to 
promote and 
encourage equity 
of opportunity

Action Plan

EQUALITY, DIVERSITY 
AND INCLUSION

GENDER PAY GAP 2023 

The CRUK Scotland Institute is committed to 
promoting Equality, Diversity and Inclusion (EDI) 
within our community. 

To support our EDI strategy, we have,
•	 adapted our recruitment practices to ensure  
	 more gender balanced interview panels  
	 and applicant shortlists
•	 offered flexible work patterns
•	 provided maternity cover of up to 18 months  
	 to enable continuation of research careers.  
	 For example, cover was provided for 8  
	 positions under this policy over the last 3  
	 years
•	 reviewed grades to identify and address any  
	 gender pay gap issues
•	 promoted development opportunities for  
	 women, including coaching, mentoring and  
	 leadership training
•	 maintained strong links with the School of  
	 Cancer Sciences, University of Glasgow  
	 VOICE (Athena Swan) Committee
•	 ensured equal representation in our seminar  
	 series and at our scientific conferences

Jointly with the University of Glasgow VOICE 
Committee, we have delivered several 
campaigns and events including Inclusion 
week, Ramadan Awareness, International 
Women’s Day and a High School Open Evening.  
We are currently supporting event planning for 
Pride Week. 

To support retention of women in science we 
have engaged with our early career 
researcher’s community to understand career 
development challenges. We have a career 
development event being planned for 
September 2024. We also gather data on our 
alumni to obtain a measure of retention of 
women in science. 

We are actively working with a committee to 
recognise cancer researchers of colour and 
their significant contributions to cancer 
research. We gather racial diversity data to 
identify and address any ethnicity pay gap 
issues.

We published our Gender Pay Gap Report for 
2023 (see following page), which is under 
continuous review by our Senior Management 
Team and Board of Directors and are currently 
re-visiting our EDI vision and aims for 2024/25.

Vision
To create a diverse and inclusive culture that 
attracts and retains research and support staff 
with a shared vision of collaborative world class 
cancer research.

Addressing the Gender Pay Gap at The Cancer 
Research UK Scotland Institute

Creating a diverse work culture where everyone 
can be themselves and reach their full potential 
as individuals is hugely important to us at the 
CRUK Scotland Institute. Not only does it enable 
us to conduct cutting edge cancer research, 
but it encourages new ideas and creativity, 
which will help us achieve our objectives as an 
organisation.

In this report you will find:

•	 A summary of our gender pay gap
•	 A summary of the challenges, which  
	 contribute to our gender pay gap
•	 Our commitments and actions to  
	 narrowing our gender pay gap

What is the gender pay gap at The 
CRUK Scotland Institute?

To determine the gender pay gap, the 
Government requires companies to measure 
the average earnings of all male and female 
employees, regardless of role and working 
hours, and show the percentage difference 
between the two. Figure 1 shows that compared 
to 2022, the mean hourly pay gap between 
females and males increased by 0.16% but the 
median hourly pay gap decreased by 4.96% in 
2023. 

Table 1: Pay Gender from April 2021 to April 2023

The figures shown here do not include Group 
Leaders who are employed by the University of 
Glasgow and who will feature in their Gender 
Pay Data.

Gender  Pay (£/hour) Gender pay  
differentials (%)

(£/hour) Female Male 2023 2022 2021

Mean 18.03 20.39 11.60% 11.44% 10.24%

Median 18.55 20.01 7.28% 12.24% 10.08%

Gender pay gap vs equal pay

Equal pay has been a legal requirement in the 
UK for nearly 50 years; the gender pay gap is 
not the same as this. At the CRUK Scotland 
Institute, we ensure our people are paid equally 
for equivalent work, subject to experience and 
individual contribution, and regardless of 
gender.

What is behind our gender pay gap?

Our gender pay gap has improved over the 
past year.  There was a slight increase in the 
mean difference between female and male 
salaries, by 0.16%, however the median 
decreased by 4.96%.  This reflects our efforts in 
both recruitment and internal processes of 
salary review.  
In year 2022/23, 69% of new starts were female. 
In research roles 75% of new starts were female.  
There is still, however, a disproportionate 
number of women in the lower paid roles.

In 2023, our workforce was 38% male and 62% 
female. When we rank the pay of our staff into 4 
quartiles, we can see that there is a majority of 
females in the first 3 quartiles. Whilst it is 
encouraging to see more women in the upper 
middle quartile, the majority of our newly 
appointed female staff have been recruited to 
the lower and lower middle quartiles (66% of all 
staff recruited within these quartiles). However 
there has been a high percentage of females 
recruited into the upper middle quartile (76% of 
those recruited at this level were female) 
resulting in a 6% increase in females in this 
quartile.  

We continue to review our grades to identify 
variance in pay between males and females 
and make adjustments to salaries accordingly. 
In 2023, 50% of all promotions were women and 
75% of advancements in grades (salary 
increases above our cost-of-living increase) 
were also women.

It is important to note that our senior research 
faculty, e.g. Group Leaders, are not reflected in 
our gender pay gap analysis. This is because 
they are employed on hybrid contracts and are 
technically employed by the University of 
Glasgow.

GENDER PAY GAP



	 141140	 SCIENTIFIC REPORT 2023 CANCER RESEARCH UK SCOTLAND INSTITUTE

Table 2: Comparison of Quartiles 2021 to 2023

M-2021 F-2021 M-2022 F-2022 M-2023 F-2023

Lower Quartile 34% 66% 30% 70% 32% 68%

Lower Middle Quartile 37% 63% 33% 67% 29% 71%

Upper Middle Quartile 48% 52% 45% 55% 39% 61%

Upper Quartile 59% 41% 54% 46% 53% 47%

What are we doing to close our gender pay 
gap?
The CRUK Scotland Institute is committed to 
reducing its gender pay gap through actions 
identified in our gender pay gap action plan, 
which is regularly reviewed by our Board of 
Directors.

Understanding the issues
The CRUK Scotland Institute operates in a sector 
that relies heavily on highly skilled scientific 
researchers and those wishing to train in this 
area. In the UK, the number of women now 
working as Science Professionals has dropped 
from 51.5% in 2022 to 43.7% in 2023 (WISE 
Campaign Report September 2023) presenting 
a challenge in recruiting from a decreasing 
pool of talent.

We have previously noted that of those women 
who start out in a scientific research career as a 
Postdoc, many subsequently fail to transition 
into an independent Principal Investigator (PI) 
position. Almost, two thirds (65.45%) of our 
postdocs are female and whilst this is 
encouraging, we recognise that we need to 
translate this higher percentage of female 
postdocs pursuing a scientific research career 
into more senior positions such as a Group 
Leader. 

To improve our gender pay gap we have taken 
the following actions 

•	 Adapted our recruitment practices to ensure  
	 more gender balanced interview panels  
	 and applicant shortlists. 
•	 Captured EDI data during recruitment.
•	 Offered flexible work patterns. 
•	 Provided maternity cover of up to 18 months  
	 to enable continuation of research careers. 
	 For example, cover was provided for 8 		
	 positions under this policy over the last 3 		
	 years.
•	 Reviewed grades to identify and address  
	 any gender pay gap issues. 

•	 Promoted development opportunities for  
	 women, including coaching, mentoring and  
	 leadership training. For example, this year  
	 our first cohort of women technicians join  
	 the Hershel Programme for Women in  
	 Technical Leadership.
•	 Maintained strong links with the School of  
	 Cancer Sciences, University of Glasgow  
	 VOICE (Athena Swan) Committee.
•	 Ensured equal representation in our seminar  
	 series and at our scientific conferences.

We will aim for continuous improvement in 
these areas as well as introduce other actions 
to reduce our gender pay gap.  This will include 
seeking to understand the career development 
challenges of our female staff. For postdocs, we 
will endeavour to support their transition to an 
independent research position. This will include 
support with fellowship applications, mentoring 
and funding to attend leadership development.

In summary
Whilst we acknowledge a gender pay gap and 
market challenges relating to recruitment of 
females in science, we are encouraged by the 
number of female researchers that have joined 
our Institute.  

To retain women in science, we will continue to 
review our data, policies and processes to 
make improvements and promote 
development opportunities to support women 
to realise their full potential.  

Improving equity is the right thing to do. It is a 
fundamental aspect of encouraging equal 
opportunities for all. Through increased 
diversity we will be better able to conduct 
innovative and world-leading cancer research 
in support of Cancer Research UK's ambition of 
3 in 4 people surviving their cancer by 2034.

GENDER PAY GAP (CONTINUED) 

THANKS FOR SUPPORTING US

THANKS FOR SUPPORTING US

Cancer Research UK Scotland Institute

Tom Bird
Aligos Therapeutics, University of Edinburgh, 
American Friends of Cancer Research

Karen Blyth
MRC, Omideon

Martin Bushell
BBSRC

Kirsteen Campbell
Prostate Cancer Research, PCUK

Leo Carlin
Breast Cancer Now

Vicky Cowling
ERC, MRC, Wellcome Trust

Payam Gammage
EPSRC, NIH

Danny Huang
AstraZeneca, BBSRC, FogPharma

Gareth Inman
British Skin Foundation, DEBRA, SANOFI

David Lewis
Beatson Cancer Charity/Beatson Endowment, 
NIH

Jennifer Morton
Pancreatic Cancer UK, UCB Biopharma, MRC

Jim Norman
Chief Scientist Office, MRC
Ed Roberts
Beatson Cancer Charity

Kevin Ryan
The Kay Kendall Leukaemia Fund

Owen Sansom
Amalus Therapeutics, AstraZeneca, Boehringer 
Ingelheim, Chief Scientist Office, McNab, MRC, 
NHS Greater Glasgow & Clyde Health Board 
Endowment Fund, Novartis, Pancreatic Cancer 
UK, The Mark Foundation

Douglas Strathdee
Scenic Biotech

Saverio Tardito
University of Bergen

Sara Zanivan
Breast Cancer Now, Breast Cancer Charity

The work of our various research groups would barely 
proceed without the substantial grant funding provided by 
Cancer Research UK to the CRUK Scotland Institute and the 
University of Glasgow, now amounting to £20 million per 
annum combined. We are also indebted to a number of 
other organisations that provide funding to our scientists, 
usually supporting projects in a particular sphere of special 
interest, or supporting the careers of talented junior 
scientists, enabling them to pursue their research interests 
within our laboratories. These organisations, whose funding 
we appreciate greatly, are listed below. The additional 
funding provided by these organisations makes possible 
much work that we otherwise could not be undertaking and 
has become integral and indispensable to our operations.
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THANKS FOR SUPPORTING US (CONTINUED) 

School of Cancer Sciences, 
University of Glasgow

Imran Ahmad
Beatson Cancer Charity, Wellcome 

David Bryant
UKRI

Seth Coffelt
Breast Cancer Now, McNab, MRC, Pancreatic 
Cancer UK, Worldwide Cancer Research 

Julia Cordero
China Scholarship Council, Wellcome Trust 

Kristina Kirschner
Blood Cancer UK, European Hematology 
Association, CRUK Scotland Centre studentship, 
MRC, Saudi Government Scholarship, Turkish 
Government Scholarship

John Le Quesne
Celgene, Jean Shanks Foundation

Daniel Murphy
Asthma + Lung UK, Merck, MRC

Colin Steele
Chief Scientist Office

Stephen Tait
Prostate Cancer Research, Swiss National 
Science Foundation

We do not purposefully solicit contributions to 
our work directly from the general public – we 
see this as the role of the cancer charities such 
as those that feature above. We are, however, 
fortunate to be in the minds of many local 
people and organisations that give generously 
of their time and effort to raise funds for good 
causes. We are also, more poignantly, in the 
minds of those who are suffering cancer, or who 
have lost loved ones to this disease. To those 
who give time and effort to raise funds on our 
behalf and to those who thoughtfully regard us 
as suitable beneficiaries of their generosity, 
thank you.

American Friends of Cancer Research
Andrew Anderson & Sons Funeral Directors – 
Donation in memory of the Late Mrs Margaret 
McQue
Beckman & Coulter
Cardiff University 
Charities Aid Foundation
Charities Trust
Senga Dempster

Mr Alistair Duguid – On behalf of Mrs Dorothy 
Duguid
Dunblane Bowling Club
First Mortgage 
Mrs Grace Flynn – In memory of her mother, 
Betty Meiklem
Genefirst
Genescript
Avril Haddow
Ideal Catering Consultancy Ltd
Victoria Lambert – on behalf of her mum, 
Elizabeth Bolton
Mrs Janette Law – on behalf of Mr David Law
Mrs Fiona McNeill – Donation from family in lieu 
of sending Christmas cards
Mrs R Montgomery  
The Partick Burns Club
Police Scotland
Mrs Jennifer L Rentoul
Sengenics
Mrs Patricia Simpson
St Machan’s Primary School
Strathmore Funeral Directors – Donation 
received in memory of the Late Mr Michael 
Millar
Ann Soutar
Mr John Teevan – In memory of their Late 
mother
Carolynn Thompson
The Tron Church – Donation raise in memory of 
Aidin Pourmoghadan
Mr & Mrs J Ward
West of Scotland Women’s Bowling Association 
Annual Donation 
Mrs Olive Wilson
Mrs Irene Young
Zenith Bridge Club

Just Giving 
Paypal – Giving Fund

Patrons

His Grace the Duke of Hamilton
The Rt Hon. Lord Mackay of Clashfern
The Viscountess Weir

Board of Directors

The Beatson Institute is an autonomous charity, 
constituted as a company limited by guarantee, 
registered in Scotland. The Institute is governed by 
its Board of Directors who are the directors of the 
company and trustee of the charity. The Board is 
ultimately responsible for all aspects of the Institute, 
including its scientific strategy, operational policies, 
regulatory compliance and financial stewardship 
and accountability. On a day-to-day basis, many of 
these responsibilities are delegated to the 
Institute’s Management Team.

Prof Sir John Iredale (Chair)
Professor of Experimental Medicine, 
University of Bristol

Ms Rosalie Chadwick
Partner, Pinsent Masons

Dr Iain Foulkes
Executive Director, Strategy and Research Funding, 
Cancer Research UK

Mr James Kergon
Senior Partner, KPMG Scotland

Prof Iain McInnes
Head of College of Medical, Veterinary and Life 
Sciences, University of Glasgow

Mr Adrian Walsh 
Interim Finance Director

Company Secretary
Mr Gary Niven
The Beatson Institute for Cancer Research

PATRONS AND BOARD 
OF DIRECTORS
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RIVER
CLYDE

RIVER CLYDE

Cancer Research UK Scotland Institute
Director: Professor Owen J Sansom
Tel: +44(0) 141 330 3953
Fax: +44(0) 141 942 6521

Address
Cancer Research UK Scotland Institute
Garscube Estate, Switchback Road
Bearsden, Glasgow G61 1BD

E-mail: beatson@gla.ac.uk
Website: www.crukscotlandinstitute.ac.uk
 
The Beatson Institute for Cancer Research 
[trading as the Cancer Research UK Scotland 
Institute] is a registered charity in Scotland 
(SC006106) and registered as a company 
limited by guarantee in Scotland (84170).
Registered address: Cancer Research UK 
Beatson Institute, Garscube Estate, Switchback 
Road, Bearsden, Glasgow G61 1BD

Tel +44(0) 141 330 3953

Electronic version of this report can be found at: 
www.crukscotlandinstitute.ac.uk/about/
annual-report

Cancer Research UK 
Cancer Research UK is a registered charity in 
England and Wales (1089464), Scotland 
(SC041666) and the Isle of Man (1103). 
Registered address: 2 Redman Place, 
London, E20 1JQ.

Tel 0300 1231022
www.cruk.org
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